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69.

The National Security Strategy of the Russian Federation Approved  
by Decree of the President of the Russian Federation Vladimir Putin  

of December 31, 2015 

[…]239

II. Russia in the Modern World

7. State policy in the sphere of the safeguarding of national security 
and the socioeconomic development of the Russian Federation 
contributes to the implementation of the strategic national priorities 
and the effective protection of national interests. A solid basis has been 
created at this time for further increasing the Russian Federation’s 
economic, political, military, and spiritual potentials and for enhancing 
its role in shaping a polycentric world.

8. Russia has demonstrated the ability to safeguard sovereignty, 
independence, and state and territorial integrity and to protect the 
rights of compatriots abroad. There has been an increase in the 
Russian Federation’s role in resolving the most important international 
problems, settling military conflicts, and ensuring strategic stability 
and the supremacy of international law in interstate relations.

9. Russia’s economy has demonstrated the ability to maintain and 
strengthen its potential in conditions of world economic instability 
and the application of the restrictive economic measures introduced 
against the Russian Federation by a number of countries.

10. Positive trends have been observed in resolving tasks relating 
to the strengthening of citizens’ health. Natural population growth 
and an increase in average life expectancy can be seen.

11. Traditional Russian spiritual and moral values are being revived. 
A proper attitude toward Russia’s history is being shaped in the rising 
generation. We are seeing the consolidation of civil society around 
the common values that shape the foundations of statehood such as 
Russia’s freedom and independence, humanism, interethnic peace and 
accord, the unity of the cultures of the Russian Federation’s multiethnic 
people, respect for family and faith traditions, and patriotism.

12. The strengthening of Russia is taking place against a backdrop 
of new threats to national security that are of a multifarious and 
interconnected nature. The Russian Federation’s implementation of an 

239 The section on general assumptions has been omitted.



www.manaraa.com

504 Documents Talk. NATO–Russia Relations after the Cold War

independent foreign and domestic policy is giving rise to opposition 
from the United States and its allies, who are seeking to retain their 
dominance in world affairs. The policy of containing Russia that 
they are implementing envisions the exertion of political, economic, 
military, and informational pressure on it.

13. The process of shaping a new polycentric model of the world 
order is being accompanied by an increase in global and regional 
instability. We are seeing an exacerbation of contradictions linked 
to the unevenness of world development, the deepening of the gap 
between countries’ levels of prosperity, the struggle for resources, access 
to markets, and control over transportation arteries. The competition 
between states is increasingly encompassing social development 
values and models and human, scientific, and technological potentials. 
Leadership in exploiting the resources of the world’s oceans and 
the Arctic is acquiring particular significance in this process. An 
entire spectrum of political, financial-economic, and informational 
instruments have been set in motion in the struggle for influence 
in the international arena. Increasingly active use is being made of 
special services’ potential.

14. The role of force as a factor in international relations is not 
declining. The aspiration to build up and modernize offensive weaponry 
and develop and deploy new types of it is weakening the system of 
global security and also the system of treaties and agreements in the 
arms control sphere. The principles of equal and indivisible security 
are not being observed in the Euro-Atlantic, Eurasian, and Asia-
Pacific regions. Militarization and arms-race processes are developing 
in regions adjacent to Russia.

15. The buildup of the military potential of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO) and the endowment of it with global 
functions pursued in violation of the norms of international law, 
the galvanization of the bloc countries’ military activity, the further 
expansion of the alliance, and the location of its military infrastructure 
closer to Russian borders are creating a threat to national security.

The opportunities for maintaining global and regional stability 
are shrinking significantly with the siting in Europe, the Asia-Pacific 
region, and the Near East of components of the US missile defence 
system in the conditions of the practical implementation of the “global 
strike” concept and the deployment of strategic nonnuclear precision 
weapon systems and also in the event that weapons are deployed in 
space.



www.manaraa.com

Documents Talk. NATO–Russia Relations after the Cold War 505

16. The persisting bloc approach to solving international problems 
is not helping to counter the entire range of present-day challenges 
and threats. The increase in migration flows from African and Near 
Eastern countries to Europe has demonstrated the non-viability of the 
regional security system in the Euro-Atlantic Region based on NATO 
and the European Union.

17. The West’s stance aimed at countering integration processes 
and creating seats of tension in the Eurasian region is exerting 
a negative influence on the realization of Russian national interests. 
The support of the United States and the European Union for the anti-
constitutional coup d’état in Ukraine led to a deep split in Ukrainian 
society and the emergence of an armed conflict. The strengthening of 
far right nationalist ideology, the deliberate shaping in the Ukrainian 
population of an image of Russia as an enemy, the undisguised gamble 
on the forcible resolution of intrastate contradictions, and the deep 
socioeconomic crisis are turning Ukraine into a chronic seat of 
instability in Europe and in the immediate vicinity of Russia’s borders.

18. The practice of overthrowing legitimate political regimes and 
provoking intrastate instability and conflicts is becoming increasingly 
widespread. In addition to the persisting seats of tension in the 
Near and Middle East, Africa, South Asia, and the Korean peninsula, 
new “hot spots” are emerging, and zones that are not controlled by 
any states’ authorities are expanding. Territories affected by armed 
conflicts are becoming the basis for the spread of terrorism, interethnic 
strife, religious enmity, and other manifestations of extremism. The 
emergence of the terrorist organization calling itself Islamic State 
and the strengthening of its influence is the result of the policy of 
double standards to which some states adhere in the sphere of the 
fight against terrorism.

19. There is a continuing risk of an increase in the number of 
countries possessing nuclear weapons and of the proliferation and 
utilization of chemical weapons, and also uncertainty about instances 
of foreign states’ possession of biological weapons and their potential 
for developing and producing them. The network of US military-
biological laboratories on the territory of states adjacent to Russia is 
being expanded.

20. The critical condition of the physical intactness of dangerous 
facilities and materials, particularly in states with an unstable domestic 
political situation, and the uncontrolled proliferation of conventional 
weapons are increasing the likelihood of them falling into terrorists’ 
hands.
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21. The intensifying confrontation in the global information arena 
caused by some countries’ aspiration to utilize informational and 
communication technologies to achieve their geopolitical objectives, 
including by manipulating public awareness and falsifying history, is 
exerting an increasing influence on the nature of the international 
situation.

22. New forms of unlawful activity are emerging, particularly those 
involving the utilization of informational, communications, and high 
technologies. Threats linked to uncontrolled and illegal migration, 
human trafficking, drug trafficking, and other manifestations of 
transnational organized crime are intensifying.

23. The world’s demographic situation and problems relating to 
the environment and food security are becoming more complex. The 
shortage of fresh water and the consequences of climate change are 
becoming more tangible. Epidemics are becoming widespread, many 
of them caused by new and previously unknown viruses.

24. The growing influence of political factors on economic processes 
and also attempts by individual states to utilize economic methods 
and instruments of financial, trade, investment, and technological 
policy to resolve their own geopolitical tasks are weakening the 
stability of the system of international economic relations. A high risk 
of a repetition of large-scale financial and economic crises persists 
against the backdrop of structural imbalances in the world economy 
and financial system, growing sovereign debt, and volatility in the 
energy market.

25. In response to the growth of international instability, states 
are increasingly frequently assuming responsibility for matters in 
their regions. Regional and sub-regional trade and other economic 
agreements are becoming one of the most important means of 
protection against crisis phenomena. There is a growing interest in 
the utilization of regional currencies.

26. In order to avert threats to national security the Russian 
Federation is focusing efforts on strengthening the internal unity 
of Russian society, ensuring social stability, interethnic accord, and 
religious tolerance, eliminating structural imbalances and modernizing 
the economy, and improving the country’s defence capability.

27. With a view to protecting its national interests Russia is 
pursuing an open, rational, and pragmatic foreign policy ruling out 
costly confrontation (including a new arms race).

28. The Russian Federation builds its international relations on 
the principles of international law, the ensuring of states’ reliable and 
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equal security, peoples’ mutual respect, and the preservation of the 
diversity of their cultures, traditions, and interests. Russia is interested 
in developing mutually advantageous and equal trade and economic 
cooperation with foreign states and is a responsible participant in the 
system of multilateral trade. The Russian Federation’s objective is to 
acquire as many equal partners as possible in various parts of the 
world.

29. In the sphere of international security Russia remains committed 
to the utilization of primarily political and legal instruments and 
diplomatic and peacekeeping mechanisms. The utilization of military 
force to protect national interests is possible only if all adopted 
measures of a nonviolent nature have proved ineffective.

[…]240

Source: Russian National Security Strategy, December 2015—Full-text Translation, 
www.russiamatters.org/sites/default/files/media/files/2015%20National%20Security 
%20Strategy%20ENG_0.pdf (retrieved 29.06.2020).

240 Sections concerning national interests and strategic priorities, methods of 
ensuring security, organisational, legal and information bases, and security 
assessment criteria have been omitted.
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